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Dear Parents/ Guardians of Year 4 Students,  

We would like to inform you, in more detail, of the new A level qualification in Turkish which will be introduced 
September 2018.  

Students who will start this new A level qualification in Turkish will be asked to complete this qualification at the 
end of Year 5. There is no AS level sitting for this qualification. In addition, the new qualification is a linear system, 
which means the teaching of Pearson (Edexcel) A level Turkish will start in Year 4 with 9 periods per 10 days 
timetable and continue in Year 5 when the students will sit the Pearson Level 3 Advanced GCE in Turkish 
examination to complete their A level in Turkish.  

We would like to draw your attention regarding the regulations for the new qualification. The new Pearson Level 

3 Advanced GCE in Turkish (listening, reading and writing) has been developed to inspire all students 
to appreciate the language, literature, film and culture of Turkey and Cyprus.  

The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable students to enhance their linguistic skills 
and promote and develop their capacity for critical thinking on the basis of their knowledge and 
understanding of the language, culture and society of Turkey and Cyprus. The language of 

assessment for this qualification is Turkish. All student work must be in Turkish, except the 
translation in Paper 1 (Section A), which requires a response in English. 

The Pearson Level 3 Advanced GCE in Turkish (listening, reading and writing) consists of three 
externally-examined papers that assess listening, reading and writing skills. These assessments will 

be set and marked by Pearson. Students must complete all assessments in May/June in any single 
year. The first sitting of the new qualification will be in May/June 2020. 

Papers 1, 2 and 3 will be based on content from the following four themes. The four themes address 
a range of content related to society past and present, as well as aspects of the political and artistic 
culture of Turkey and Cyprus. 

Themes 1, 3 and 4 focus on aspects of the society of Turkey only. Theme 2 focuses on aspects of 
the artistic and political culture of Turkey and Cyprus. Each theme is broken into two sub-themes 

and a research subject. Each sub-theme and research subject is divided into a series of aspects. 

Students are required to select only one research subject for Paper 1 and must base their research 
on one country only. For their research, students must cover all three aspects of the research 
subject. For Themes 1, 3 and 4, students must focus on Turkey only; for Theme 2, students may 
focus on either Turkey or Cyprus. The Turkish department will consider cultural sensitivities when 

giving guidance to students on selecting an appropriate research subject.  

According to the Pearson Exam Board regulations, it is strictly forbidden for teachers and others to assist 
students in carrying out research on these various topics. The students are expected and required to carry out 
independent research.  

  
Writing (research question) 
  
This section comprises an unseen text based on the research subject and a question related to 
the text. Students must use their research findings, as well as information in the text, to answer 
the question. 
  
For the purposes of the assessment, independent research means research carried out without 
the help or instruction of others, including teachers. 
  
The independent research must relate to the Turkish-speaking cultural and/or social context. 
The student must base their research on all aspects of one of the prescribed research subjects 

listed on the above table. Students must base their response on one country only as indicated 



above. Students who choose Themes 1, 3 or 4 must base their response on Turkey only. 

However, if students choose Theme 2, they must base their response on either Turkey or 
Cyprus. Correspondingly, the student’s response in the examination must refer to that country 
only. If students do refer to more than one country, they are likely to disadvantage themselves 

as they will waste time writing content that will not gain them any marks. 
  
The independent research must not relate to or make reference to one of the literary works 
or films studied for Paper 2. The independent research must: 
  
allow students to gather evidence independently from at least two authentic sources in the 
assessed language. Authentic sources could include newspaper and magazine articles, online 
written sources, journals, literary texts, films, television, radio, online audio-visual material and 
interviews. 
  
The table below gives guidance on the process that could be followed: 

Stage Description 
1 Pre-independent ● Teacher instruction on how to conduct research, for example the 

  research   teacher gives advice on suitable resources and how to analyse 
    

information.       

    
●  Initial conversations with the teacher, explaining the content of 
the 

      research subject as outlined in the specification. 
    ●  The teacher will consider cultural sensitivities when giving 

      
guidance to students on selecting an appropriate research 
subject. 

        
2 Independent ● The student conducts research to find and select appropriate 

  research   sources. 
      
    ● The teacher monitors the research by giving general feedback. 
    ● Students evaluate their findings and prepare for the assessment. 
        

  

  
It is recommended that students decide which subject they wish to research as early as possible in 
the academic year. 

  

Please make sure that your child is fully aware that if he/she is not going to prepare himself/herself 
for necessary skills, knowledge and understanding given by the subject teachers and complete 

suggested activities and other vital research, it will be extremely difficult for him/her to cope with 
the actual exam. Therefore, we need to work together in order to secure solid achievement for our 
students’ continued success.  

We remain at your disposal for any further information or to discuss the future decisions of your 
child. Please do not hesitate to contact the Head of Turkish Department.  

Yours sincerely,  

Ulker Uzuner 

Head of Turkish Department 
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